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GLOBAL EDUCATOR,
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE
The Global Educator Certificate prepares future educator professionals in
K-12 schools or other educational settings to integrate global content and
approaches into their professional practice. The certificate is designed for
learners studying in graduate programs in the School of Education.

This 15-credit certificate will be available at two possible levels under the
following terms:

• Graduate Students: Students formally admitted to and enrolled
in a graduate program may count Global Educator Certificate
credits toward their graduate degree program as allowed by the
home department of their degree and Graduate Faculty Committee
certificate policy.

• Post-Graduate: Teachers and others, who have completed a master’s,
doctoral degree, advanced certificate, or equivalent. Other post-
graduates may seek the certificate as part of their preparation for
National Board Certification. It is conceivable that a student holding
a graduate degree and seeking additional advanced training short of
another full graduate degree may be interested in this certificate.

Learning Objectives and Competencies
Students who have completed this certificate will be able to:

• Demonstrate their own awareness of the interconnectedness
between communities, societies, economies, and events and trends
that cross national borders.

• Embed global perspectives and practices in their teaching.
• Prepare students to become model global citizens who are culturally

sensitive and informed about world affairs.
• Develop students’ understanding of different cultures and languages,

enhancing their ability to communicate across cultures.
• Create scholarship that engages in critical inquiry, creativity and

intellectual development and includes world trends, issues and
events; past, present and into the future.

 Admission Requirements 
 Eligibility
To pursue this certificate, students must be enrolled in a graduate degree
program at UWM. Applicants must also complete the reason statement in
the application.

Application Deadlines
Application deadlines vary by program, please review the application
deadline chart (http://uwm.edu/graduateschool/program-deadlines/) for
specific programs. Other important dates and deadlines can be found
by using the One Stop calendars (https://uwm.edu/onestop/dates-and-
deadlines/).

Application
• Admission to a graduate certificate program requires formal student

application through the Graduate School admissions application
(https://uwm.edu/applygrad/) system, including the required
admissions application fee.

• Certificate programs will inform the Graduate School of their
admission recommendation for an applicant. The final admission
decision is made by the Graduate School.

• Early application to the certificate program is recommended; late
application is possible, but may incur delays for certificate conferral
related to time required for credit tracking.

• Applicants must possess a baccalaureate degree and have a
minimum 2.75 cumulative undergraduate grade point average to be
admitted into a certificate program.

Credits and Courses
This 15-credit certificate will be available at two possible levels under the
following terms:

1. Graduate Students: Students formally admitted to and enrolled
in a graduate program may count Global Educator Certificate
credits toward their graduate degree program as allowed by the
home department of their degree and Graduate Faculty Committee
certificate policy.

2. Post-Graduate: Teachers and others, who have completed a master’s,
doctoral degree, advanced certificate, or equivalent. Other post-
graduates may seek the certificate as part of their preparation for
National Board Certification. It is conceivable that a student holding
a graduate degree and seeking additional advanced training short of
another full graduate degree may be interested in this certificate.

Code Title Credits
Core Education Course
ED POL 822 Global Educational Studies 3
Multicultural Education Course
ED POL 823 3
International Study (at least 3 credits)
Select one of the following: 3

CURRINS 497 Study Abroad
ED POL 497 Study Abroad:
EXCEDUC 497 Study Abroad:
ED POL 698 Fieldwork in International Education

Electives
Choose two graduate level courses with global content from
other departments, as approved by your advisor.

6

EXCEDUC 547 Comparative Special Education
EXCEDUC 608 Multicultural Learning and Teaching in

Special Education
ED POL 705 Sociology of K-12 Education and

Community
CURRINS 734 Advanced Problems in the Teaching of

Foreign Languages
CURRINS 721 Advanced Problems in the Teaching of

Social Studies
CURRINS 779 Current Topics in Curriculum and

Instruction:
CURRINS 729 Qualitative Research and Field Studies

in Educational Settings

Total Credits 15
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Additional Requirements
Transfer Credit
A maximum of 3 credits may be transferred to count toward the Global
Educator certificate program’s 15-credit requirement. Transfer credits
will be evaluated by the departmental faculty advisor for consideration,
if the applicant can provide acceptable evidence that the course is
substantially the same as one of the certificate courses and was taken
within the last five years with a grade of B or better. Other credits earned
prior to their intent to pursue the Global Educator certificate will not be
awarded retroactively.

Grade Point Average Requirement
A minimum cumulative 3.00 grade point average in certificate courses
taken at UWM is required.

Articulation with Degree Programs
1. Credits and courses required for a certificate may double count

toward meeting UWM graduate degree requirements subject to the
following restrictions:

• Degree programs must approve the courses from certificates that
can double count toward the degree.

• All credits taken in completion of certificate requirements may
count towards a UWM graduate degree as long as they do not
contribute more than 90% of the total credits needed to obtain the
degree. (Note: Students in PhD programs must still complete the
minimum residency requirements)

• Certificate courses used toward meeting degree requirements
must be completed within the time limit for transfer credit.

2. Courses completed for a degree may be counted toward a
subsequent certificate, subject to all certificate policy requirements.

3. A course may count toward no more than one certificate and one
degree.

4. Students may not earn a certificate subsequent to a concentration in
the same area.

Time Limit
Certificate program time limits shall be established as follows:

• 18 or fewer credits/Three years from initial enrollment in the
certificate sequence.

• 19 or more credits/Four years from initial enrollment in the certificate
sequence.

For certificates that are designed as add-ons to degree programs and are
awarded concurrent with the degree, the time limit shall be the same as
that of the degree program.


